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Madame Ganna Walska, the Former Chicago Opera Singer Who U Now
' Suing Her Multi-Millionaire Husband Alexander S.

Cochran for Divorce in Paris.

IT is now a matter of general knowledge
that the most fashionable American
women have lately been going to Paris

for their divorces.
They say It U both pleasanter and easier

to obtain a divorce in the French capital
than in Reno, Nevada, or in any of the
more accommodating American States.
'
The delights of driving in the Bois de

Boulogne by day and along the "grands
boulevards" by night, while awaiting a

decree, are far more attractive to the
sophisticated type of American woman

than idling about some Western "Main
Street."
And then the French Judges grant the

divorce decrees with such exquisite cour¬

tesy and sympathy.
"May 1 have the pleasure of listening to

madame's testimony?" is the Judge's cus¬

tomary way of opening the proceedings.
But the other day something like con¬

sternation was aroused among our* un¬

happy or dissatisfied women who thought
they could always find refuge in an easy
Paris divorce. A dispatch stated that the
French courts, alarmed at the report that
Paris was becoming another Reno, had
decided to grant no more divorces to Amer¬
ican citizens.
"No more easy Paris divorces for Amer¬

icans." read one headline.
This was the announcement that caused

go much alarm among temperamental so¬

ciety women who were planning to obtain
their freedom from unsympathetic hus¬
bands while enjoying a delightful holiday,
inquiries were made of fashionable divorce
lawyers and cables and letters were sent

to Paris for exact information.
Now It has been made clear that there

Is no cause ror alarm. The dispatch was

misunderstood. Americans will still be
.title to obtain Pnrls divorces with reason¬

able comfort. The Judges of the Parisian
«IIvorce courts merely decided to make
Uivorco harder for Americans in one "arron
dissement" out of the twenty into which
Paris Is divided. The "arrondipsements"
of Paris are something like boroughs, each
navlng a mayor and "mairie." where mar¬

riages are performed and other legal for¬
malities attended to.
The Judges ordered that in the "Eighth

.\rrondlssement" divorces should only be
Siven to foreigners when both parties had
chelr unquestionable legal residence in the
district, and where they could offer un¬

questionable evidence that neither of them
came there for the purpose of starting the
suit- These rules would have excluded
most of the Americans who have recently
obtained divorces.
The Eighth Arrondlssement. where easy

divorce Is forbidden, Is the central resi¬
dential district of Paris, containing tbo
Elysee Palace, which Is the resldeuce of
the President; the official homes of the
Cabinet Ministers, the British Embassy
and the mansions of the Rothschilds and j
many of the leaders of Paris society. !

Information from Paris shows there Is
a strong objection among these distin¬
guished persons to frivolous American wt»-

men turning their elegant quarter Into a

little Reno. They do not want all the
best apartments and houses of the quar¬
ter filled up by would-be American "di¬
vorcees."
Many or the inhabitants are very old

fashioned and religious and do not believe
in divorce at all. They are afraid that
their families might learn disturbing ideas
by living in proximity to restless American
women. These old citizens have great in¬
fluence and they have prevailed on the
judges to issue this new ruling, which ia
quite in accordance with legal procedure,
as the judges have a wide latitude about
taking jurisdiction in divorce cases.

Divorce has been denounced recently
with great warmth by the clergy of this
quarter. A few weeks ago the Abbe Wet-
terle, rector of#St. Philippe du Roule, the
most aristocratic church of the district,
declared from his pulpit:
"Today, it appears, we are living in a

reversal of the ancient condition of female
slavery, for now a woman is a man's wifa
only as long as she Is attracted to him."
Such denunciations have had an impor¬

tant effect in procuring the judges' ruling.
Rut American women still have plenty ot
territory in Paris in which they can file
their divorce suits, provided they do not
make themselves so conspicuous that even
the gayest sections of the city will not
tolerate them.
Even if the new rules should be extended

to cover a little more of the central part
of the city, as they may be, that will not
inconvenience American women of social
prominence who prefer the fiewer and
brighter quarters around the Bois de Bou¬
logne.
When a request for Information was

made of Francis L. Wellmnn, the New York
lawyer who has acted aa counsel for many
Americans seeking Paris divorcos, he ex
plained:
"There is nothing In the new derision

of the Parisian judges to prevent Ameri¬
cans from obtaining their divorce with
comparative ease. It only applies to the
central arrondissement of Paris. There
are nineteen other arrondissements in
Paris and all the rest of France in which
a plaintiff can establish a residence and
bring a suit. This ought to he sufficient
for most of those who seek relief.
"Divorce Is certainly made a very simple,

refined and easy matter In France. It is
merely necessary that the parties should
not wish to live together. The judge ques¬
tions first one party tfnd then the other,
and after that both of them together. If
the defendant persists that he or she will
not live with the other, the way Is easy.
In such a case there is always some act
which can he construed by the judge as
'cruelty' and a legal ground of divorce."
From other New York lawyers who had

guided their, clients In securing Parisian
divorces similar information was obtained,
as well as other points of Interest.
Since the disturbing dispatch was pub¬

lished several prominent society womin

Mr*. Ofden L. Mill*, Daughter of Mr*. W. K. Van-
derbilt, Who Recently Obtained a Paris Divorce

with Record Speed and Quietness.
have departed for Paris with plans which
are believed to Include a quiet divorce.

Mrs. Robert Graves, a very fashionable
and attractive New York society leader,
has planned to go to Paris. Her friends
say that she and her husband have sep¬
arated and that she has decided to start,
divorce proceedinrs. It was understood
that Mr. Graves would start for Paris at
nearly the aame time as his wife, but by a
different steamship.

Mr. Graves inherited an immense fortune
from his father, the head of "The Wall
Paper Trust." He and his wife have been
noted for the fairylike entertainments they
have given at their villa at Rosl^n. 1'. I,
as well as In New York. They also enter¬
tained a great deal on their magnificent
yacht, the Black Watch.

Until a few weeks a*o they aeemed per¬
fectly happy, but now comes the significant
trip to Paris.

Mr. and Mrs. Graves have had an ex¬
tensive experience of divorce procedure
in America, and they must have gone to
Paris because they feel that It will be an
improvement on Reno.

Mr*. Graves had been married before
and obtained her last divorce In Reno. She
married Mr. Graves within twelve days ;>f
her divorce. He had been married twlM
before.once divorced and once a widower.
Another interesting candidate for a Paris

divorce Is Madame Ganna Walska. tho
charming opera singer, whose haRty mar¬
riage to the multi-millionaire, Alexander
Smith Cochran, came to wreck after three
months. She is now seeking a divorce 'n
Paris without opposition from her husband,
having received, It la stated, $1,000,000 In
cash. $500,000 insurance policy and houses
in New York and Parla.
"Mr. Cochran must be made to pay till

It hurts. He thinks he can get rid of a

wife as easily as a horse, but I will show
him that he cannot," Madame Walaka has
said with spirit.
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It would be possible to make
up a long list of American
women who have recently irone
to Paris for their divorces, but
all are not equally interesting. -

Mrs. Charles W. Fletcher, of
Englewood, N. J., formerly
Catherine Westinghouse, daugh¬
ter of the Pittsburgh iuventor
and millionaire, has just ob¬
tained a Paris divorce. She was
back living in her American
home when the decree was an¬
nounced.
Another interesting recent

Paris divorce was that of Mrs.
Charles do hoosey Oelrichs, sis¬
ter inlaw of Mrs. John Barry-
luore. Mrs. Oelrichs was Miss
Marjorie Turnbull and was
noted for tho originality and
beauty of her gowns. She is
one of the society women who
have gone Into trade and con¬

ducts a dainty shop for the sale
of perfumery and handker¬
chiefs.
One of the quietest Parisian

divorces was that obtained by
young Mrs. Ogd»n L. Mills. Jr..
formerly Miss Margaret Ruth-
Third, daughter of Mrs. W. K.
Vanderbilt. She left New York
in March of one year and In
May had obtained her divorce.
.>o announcement 01 me decree was pub¬
lished In Pari* and vary few people In
New York society knew that ahe and her
husband bad disagreed.

"I mustn't say any more about It," said
Mrs. Mills. "Mamma mightn't like it."

Her, sister. Barbara, obtained a divorce
iiom Cyril Hatch with the aame qnletne**
and dispatch.
The former Mrs. Leonard Thomas, the

noted beauty, poet and suffragist leader,
I. Or«kt Britam RtfhM RmotvmI.

Mr*. John Barrymora. Who Ob-
tained a Pari* Divorc* from
Leonard M. TKorna* So Qnintly
Tkat It Waa Not Kaown in Now

York for Six Months.

also secured
prompt freedom In
Paris. Soon after¬
ward she became
the wife of the
actor. John Barrf-
ipore, with whom
she la occasionally
seen in theatrical
clrclea. Her maid-
en name wan
Blanche Oelrlchs.
It wan six months
after the Paris de¬
cree before New
York heard of the
occurrence.

Prank Jay Gould,
youngest aon of
the famous finan¬
cier. obtained a
Paris divorce from
his second wife,
R d 11 h Kelly, In
1918. In that case
all has not been
plain sailing, for
the wife has been
contesting the va¬
lidity of the di¬
vorce ever since.
A New York

lawyer, who has
been Interested In
securlnx Parisian

divorce* for hts clients, furnished this fur¬
ther information concerning the Parisian
legal procedure:

"It Is entirety in the discretion of th«
Judge whether to lake Jurisdiction or not
In a case between foreigners. There is
no fixed period required to establlah a resi¬
dence, but the Judgea have usually re-,
quired six months' residence by the plain¬
tiff. The residence need not be continuous.
"What weighs most wt.th the Judge in
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The Charming Mrs. Robert Graves
of New York, Who Has Gone to .

Paris to Seek a Divorce, It la
Stated, but Must Avoid the

Conservative Quarter.
taking cognizance of the case Is that both
parties accept the Jurisdiction of the court.
"When the wife files her complaint the

judge questions her and asks her if she Is
sure she wants a divorce and why. If
necessary, he will go to her house and
lake her testimony. Then he sends to her
husband and asks him why lie does not
live with his wife.
"After this the judge orders both parties

to appear before him at a certain date
within ten days. They must appear before
what is called a''Court of Conciliation.'
The judge then makes an effort to bring
about S reconciliation between them, which
he is required by law to do. If he is un¬
able to reconcile them he makes his re¬
port, which is sent to a higher court, which
is really the divorce court. The superior
judge considers the report, and gives his
decree. This may be obtained in three
months after beginning proceedings.

"All the proceedings may be conducted
in what is practically absolute secrecy.
Although the decree is supposed to be
public, it is recorded in such a way that
only the persons interested know of it.
"The grounds on which French law

grants divorce are . Infidelity, excesses,
bodily injuries, grave insults and condem¬
nation to imprisonment. Most of these
causes have little to do with Americans,
since both parties have usually agreed
thnt tlte divorce is desirable. The cauae
which Is usually sufficient for Americana
is Included under the term 'grave Insults,'
which is a translation of the French phrase,
'injures graves.'
"Almost any harshness or roughness of

manner or language may be construed by
the court as a grave Insult' and ground
for divorce. The court takes into consider¬
ation the social standing of the parties.
Thus an act which might not be consid¬
ered a serious insult in one social station
might be so considered in a higher one.

"It has been held sufficient cause for '

divorce In France that a man has not given
any marked sign of affection toward his
wife for more than a month. That is to
say. such neglect constitutes a serious in-"
suit under the law. French wives require
a great deal of attention in their way, and
this point receives due consideration.

"If a Frenchman has called his wife a

'camel,' that is an insult of the gravest
character, and (he judge will hold up his
hands in amasement.

"It la most important that American
husbands and wives, who are going to
Paris for the purpose of obtaining a di¬
vorce by mutXial agreement, should not
allow any evidence of this fact to como
bsfore the court."


